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S50, 000 lifeline for Rocky s first-home buyers

—
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ROCEKHAMPTON battlers
are snapping-up “halfprice
houses™ as interest rate hikes
and the property market
squeeze foree them to look
for alternative options.

The demand for relocata-
ble homes has soared during
the past 12 months and at
- least .one local business is
taking advantage of current
conditions,
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Meanwhile, some builders
of new homes are struggling
in_a slowing market which

‘has dropped pace slgruﬁcama

Iy this year.

Making the most of the in-
terest in relocatable homes,
the Bushy Group has lodged a
development application
with Rockhampton Regional
Coundéil to build a house re-
moval depot on the eity’s
south side to store up to 14
homes.

While the group's. house
removals operation co-ordi-
nator Ricky Keenan wasn't

" gaylng how much the deve-

lopment would cost, he did
say it was “a significant in-
vestment” for the compamy

~ and represented a desire to

~meet demand.

Mr Eeenan said the pur-
chase of relocatable homes
offered buyvers the potential
to save tens of thousands of
dollars.

He said it often made the
difference for those tryving to
break imto the housing mar-
ket.

Depending  on  quality,
homes range in price, from
850,000 to $230,000.

A standard thres-bedroom
Gueenslander would cost be
tween 375,000 and $30,000,
and apparently there's plenty
available.

Mr Keenansaid demand
had more than doubled.

In recent times the busi-
ness has averaged relocating

a.m:l re-stumping at leaat one’
* home a week,

“We've been flal out it's
gone crazy in the past 12
months,” Mr Keenan said.

“People dare screaming out
for them.

“It's helping people get a
start in life because it's hard
enough petting a home for
many these days.”

He said first-home buyers,

in particular, found buying a
home and relocating it to-a
block was cheaper and quick-
er than building or finding a
place,

People who go down this
track need to have . appro-
priate council approvals, a
progess the Busby team can
asaist with,

This takes between two

.. and three months.

The group’s commercial
manager Ron Bushy-said the
homes, which have all been
lived in, were atructurally
sound and had to have rele-
vant authority approval.

Mr Busby said many of the
houses were ftraditional
Queenslanders, homes which
were no longer made to the
same standard.

The company relocates
homes  across Central
Queensland.

Home owners needed to
get other things like elor_tru:
ity connected.

“It ends up at least half
price compared to building a
home.”
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The development apphca
tion is'to build a 1.62 hectare .

~depot on Rockhampton’s

south side on the block at Ge:
orge, Wood, Arthur and Mur

* ray streets.

“The Busby G\roup consists

~ of a number of divisions in-

cluding house removal, tran- -

- sport, demolition and its con-

tracting division and employs

“about 100 people, represent-

ing 100 families in the Ce'nt.ral o
Queensland community,
Busby said. '
“The company injects a lot
of money into the economy
and has a turnover of ‘more

“"than $20million.”

Meanwhile, Master Buﬂ'
ders. iCentral -Queensland

! manager Ton Mammen'said
‘the building ‘industry ‘ had
" quietened consmerably inre-
‘cent months. -

“Mr Mammen sald m the._. i

2 past with &’ shortage of tra-
_ '.’-despeople some builders had
' . been hooked’“out 18 onth
eisr aheadtof tim

"down and freed-up labour”
~ He said relocatable homes :
had their place i in tho mar_kot ;




